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L fart of a Letter to the Publijler from Dr Davie s 
concerning an unufual Colic* 

BirnVingham, 0& ^d* 1701, 

SIR, 

I Aft May, my Ingenious Friend Dr Shuiv GUTamworifc, 
_, was pleafed to defire my affiftance in the following 
cafe % A perlon, aged between 50 and 60, had been for 
3 or 4 years iaft: paft troubled with Gripes, which gene- 
rally returned once a month, or thereabouts 5 bis "Body- 
for the mod part coftive, and therefore was forced to 
fpur Nature with D$ffy$ Elixir or Aloes $ fometimes the 
fmoaking a Pipe of Tobacco, fupply'd the nfe of rhefe 
Medicines. Laft Aprilcoming from Loml W heated him- 
felf very much with his Journey, having walked a good 
part of the way, and as foon as he came home, had .a 
return of his Colic pains,which continued upon him tor 
18 days, notwithftanding the methods commonly uled 
in that cafe, during which time he had no Stool, be- 
tides what the firft and fecond Clyfters brought away $ 
his complaint upon his feizure was of a pain in his right 
fide in the Regh Iliaca* Some time before he dyed his 
Belly fwelled much, and was as tenfe as any Brum, he 
vomited for 2 or 3 days at the beginning , which 
left him, and returned not till juft before he dyed, 
which was at the expiration of the 18th day , at 
which time he brought up 2 or 3 mouthfuls of black 
Choler$ but never during his whole illnefs vomited any 
excrement* Dr Shaw who lived upon the fpot, prevail'd 
to have an hafty Infpe&ion of his Abdomen, the Relati- 
ons (it being zthmgMaU fam<e in that Neighbourhood) 
defired it might be done with all fecrecy and expedition, 
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which prevented the Dodors taking fo nice a view of 
all the paits within the Abdomen as he would other- 
wife have done. He found fome black Choler in the Sto- 
mach, the Dnrdemm and the reft of the Inuftina temtU 
void of excrement/ but incredib y diftemper'd with Wind, 
and tracing the Canalis of the Guts as far as the Csckm, 
found that of a blackifh colour ; and from thence for a- 
bout a yard in length, the Colon mortified and fo rot- 
ten, that Uk Excrements had made their way thro it at 
fe vera I. places, into the Cavity of the Abdomen j about 
2 inches "of the morulitd Gut was. fattened to the Perito- 
nsum on the ngnt fide, This part of the Colon was fo 
extended wi h excremenrs of a foft confidence, that they 
when taken out tilled two Chamber- pots 5 at the extremity 
of the mortification, towards tie ReUiim the obftru&ion 
which occafioned all rhefe- mistortunes . offered' it felf to 
view very plainly 5 for about ten inches of the Colon was 
doubIed,as if you had taken a piece of Tape,and folded it 
the two contiguous, furiaces of vhe duplicature adhered fo 
firmly together, that you could not feparate them with- 
out tearing the exterior coat of the Inteftine. Upon fepa- 
rating this coakfeence, there fell from that part a whitifti 
Mucus, the adheiion was about 3 inches broad $ the 
middle of the Duplicature which made the acute angle, 
and where the excrements (topped, was i mailer, and the 
Membranes thinner than in any other part of the Gut 5 
from thence towards theReftum the Ccka was found, 
and void of excrements, occafloned by the frequent u£c 
of Clyfters* 
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